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Good after noon.

Twenty year s ago, Congress enacted the Sentencing Reform Act
of 1984, which established a uniform system of fair tough, consistent
and effective sentencing guidelines. The purpose of that law wasto
eliminate widespread and unconscionable disparitiesin sentencingin all
federal courts.

The system that Congressput in placein 1984 is based on such
sound principlesastruth-in-sentencing, limited judicial discretion, the
elimination of parolein thefederal system, and the similar treatment of
defendantswith similar criminal recordswho committed similar
criminal conduct.

In addition, the guidelines allow judgesto target longer sentences
to especially dangerousor recidivist criminals. 1n 2002, morethan
63,000 convicted defendants wer e sentenced in federal courtsunder the
sentencing guidelines.

Today, the Supreme Court ruled that federal judgesare not
bound to impose on convicted felons sentences within the range
otherwise required under Federal Sentencing Guidelines. Although we
are pleased that the Supreme Court did not find the Federal Sentencing
Guidelinesto be unconstitutional in U.S. v. Booker, we ar e disappointed
that the decision made the guidelines advisory in nature.

However, it isimportant to notethat in spite of thisruling, federal
sentencing guidelinesremain a critical part of the processto achieve
justice.

District courtsarestill required to consult the federal sentencing
guidelines, and any sentence may be appealed by either defense counsel
or prosecutorson thegroundsthat it isunreasonable. To the extent



that the guidelines are now advisory, however, therisk increasesthat
sentences acr oss the country will become wildly inconsistent.

Thefederal sentencing guidelines have put the public’'s safety
first. Andtheresultsare clear and undeniable: tough sentencing
meanslesscrime.

Therate of violent crimein our nation has dropped to a 30-
year low.

Between 2002 and 2003, violent crimein the United States
decreased by 3 percent, contributing to the overall drop in
theviolent crimerate of 26 percent in the past ten years.

In the past decade, thishasled to 35 million fewer violent
crimes,

The Sentencing Guidelines have helped reduce crime by ensuring
that criminal sentencestake violent offenders off the streets, impose just
punishment and deter othersfrom committing crimes.

The Department of Justice remains committed to the core
principles and thejust foundation created in the Federal Sentencing
Reform Act, and the guidelinesthat resulted from the Act — fair, tough,
uniform, predictable and proportionate sentences.

The Department will continueto urge courtsto apply the
guidelines and to sentence offender s under the guidelinesin order to
vindicate the cor e purposes of sentencing —that smilar defendants who
commit similar crimes, recelve similar sentences.

The Department looks forward to working on thiscritical issue
with Congress, the United States Sentencing Commission, the Judicial



Conference, victims of crime and all other Americans who have a stake
In seeing justice done.



